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Chico Monthly Meeting of the Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)
Clerk: Rebecca Senoglu (rsenoglu@yahoo.com)

chicofriendsmeeting.org
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Chico Friends Meeting (CFM) Common Meeting Times:

Singing or Worship Sharing each First Day/Sunday, 10:00 - 10:50 AM in person.
Meeting for Worship in person 11:00 AM - Noon each First Day/Sunday.
Midweek Meeting each Wednesday in person and on Zoom with Meeting for Worship
from 7:00 - 7:30 PM followed by Quaker Explorations from 7:30 - 8:30 PM.

Newsletter Deadline: 15™ of the month
Linnea Hanson, Editor (linneachanson@gmail.com)
Peter Milbury and Bill Carlson, Assistant Editors

ADVICES AND QUERIES ON
INTEGRITY AND PERSONAL CONDUCT

Integrity has always been a goal of Friends. It is essential to trust, to
all communication between people and between people and God. Integrity
grounds our beliefs, thoughts, and actions in our spiritual center and makes
us whole.

Friends believe that we are called to speak the truth. A single
standard of truth requires us to conduct ourselves in ways that are honest,
direct, and plain, and to make our choices, both large and small, in accord
with the urgings of the Spirit. It follows that we object to taking an oath,
which presupposes a variable standard of truth. Be true to your word.

... Let your yea be yea, and your nay, nay. James 5:12
(King James Version)

From early days Friends have opposed gambling and practices based on chance. These activities profit
from the inevitable loss of others, promote greed, and conflict with good stewardship. Public lotteries have not
furthered their purported benefit to the public good. All addictions are of concern. As the use of alcohol and
tobacco all too often entail serious risks to self and others, Friends who serve alcohol at home should be diligent
in offering alternatives. Alcohol should not be served at Meeting gatherings. Find recreation that brings you
joy and energy. Be aware of how your choices affect yourself and others.

How do I strive to maintain the integrity of my inner and outer lives?

Do I act on my principles even when this entails difficult consequences?

Am I honest and truthful in all that I say and do, even when a compromise might be easier or more popular?
Am I reflective about the ways I gain my wealth and income and sensitive to their impact on others?

Is my life so filled with the Spirit that [ am free from the misuse of alcohol and other drugs, and of excesses
of any kind?

e Do we, in our Meeting, hold ourselves accountable to one another as do members of a healthy family?

(From Faith and Practice. A Guide to Quaker Discivline in the Experience of Pacific Yearly Meeting of the Religious Societv of Friends. 2001)
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Chico Friends Meeting

Meeting for Business, August 9, 2026

Minutes
"Art thou in darkness? Mind it not, for if thou do, it will fill thee more, but stand still and act not, and wait in

patience till light arises out of darkness to lead thee. Art thou wounded in conscience? Feed not there, but abide
in the light, which leads to the grace and truth, which teaches to deny and put off the weight, and removes the
cause, and brings saving health to light."

— James Nayler, 1659

Opening Worship

In Attendance: Bill Carlson; Linnea Hanson; Lizz Watling; Tanya Heaston; Tom Head; Kendall Moalem;
Kathy Runyan; Bob Runyan; Karen Burdette; Ricky Burdette; Peter Milbury; Dennis Daly; Rebecca Senoglu
(Clerk); Gayle Matson (Recorder)

Regrets: Christine Rowe; Rick Narad; Jim Anderson; Janet Leslie
Recording Clerk: The meeting approved Gayle Matson as Recording Clerk for this Meeting for Business.

Clerk’s Welcome.

Clerk Rebecca Senoglu noted that there have been concerns raised about power and harassment in our Meeting.
The Ministry and Oversight Committee and Clerk have been working to develop policies and procedures to deal
with these issues and have also consulted Friends outside the Meeting to ensure that good order is being
followed. She addressed the impact these kinds of issues have on our beloved community, and encourages us
all to be tender to one another and to hold the Meeting and one another in the Light as we carefully and
prayerfully work through these challenges together. Toward that intention, she announced that the
Meetinghouse will be open for Meeting for Worship from 7:30 - 8:30 AM Monday through Friday this coming
week and encouraged Friends to attend or to worship at the same time at home.

The Clerk reminded Friends that our Quaker Connect Companion, Holly Baldwin, will be visiting the Chico
Friends Meeting. She will be worshiping, dining, and visiting with us to get a sense of our Meeting’s strengths
and challenges. She expressed hope that as many Friends as possible participate in these activities and share
your ideas and enthusiasm for growing the life of the Meeting.

Reports

Buildings & Grounds Committee, Tanya Heaston, Committee Clerk
Clerk Tanya Heaston called our attention to the ongoing effort to increase the sound quality in both the
meetinghouse and the fellowship hall. She asked for any ideas Friends might have.

Tanya reported on an event being planned in accordance with the Quaker Earthcare Witness Day of
Service on September 26, 2026. Chico Friends will spend the day working on projects that enhance the
sustainability of our building and grounds.



Tanya discussed fundraising ideas for the roof project and asked for ideas to be brought to the Building
and Grounds Committee. Meanwhile, she asks that Chico Friends create a line item such as “CFM Roof
Fund” to track the fundraising. One Friend expressed the hope that raising funds separately for the roof

would not detract from our general giving for the operational budget. There was agreement that this is a
good idea. We ask the clerk of the Finance Committee and the Treasurer to guide us in how this should
best be accomplished.
Tanya also announced that we have found several roofing firms to give us estimates on both roof repair
and roof replacement. She also announced a change in the regular schedule for our monthly Care Day,
from the second to the third Saturday of the month.

Witness & Service Committee, Kathy Runyan, Committee Member

Kathy Runyan reported for committee clerk Jim Anderson, noting that the committee’s most recent
efforts were directed at the Plastic Free July project and the support of Chico Peace Alliance lecture
presentations. She also reported that the committee continues to deliver food donations to the South
Chico Community Assistance Center. She encouraged Friends to donate non-perishable items and bring
them to the Fellowship Hall, where they can be delivered monthly.

The Witness & Service Committee will be collaborating with the Buildings and Grounds Committee on
the Quaker Earthcare Witness Day of Action that is being planned for September 26th.

Friends drifted into a discussion of the unfinished back porch project. Several Friends felt that having a
somewhat concrete schedule for completion of the project would be advantageous. One somewhat
urgent concern is the fact that the Fire Marshall has asked for access to the building for our required
periodic inspection. We may not pass the inspection if the back exit is not operational. Paul Harris has
been the unofficial manager of that project and Tanya will contact Paul to ask for his assistance in
potentially developing a project completion plan that we could offer the Fire Marshall.

SEPTEMBER EVENT CALENDAR

All events in person except Wednesday midweek worship and Quaker exploration, which is also on
Zoom. Please visit our online calendar for recent updates: chicofriendsmeeting.org

9/1  Tues. (1:00 pm) B&G Committee. Contact Tanya Heaston
92  Weds. (7:00 pm) Midweek Worship in person and on Zoom. Contact: Bob Runyan
(7:30 pm) Quaker Exploration in person and on Zoom. Contact: Bob Runyan
9/3 Thurs. (7:00 pm) Rise Up Singing Circle. Contact: Leslie Howard
9/5 Sat. (12:30 pm)  Chico Peace Vigil. Contact: Witness and Service Committee (W&S)
9/6  FirstDay/ (10:00am)  Quaker Life with a reading, in person. Contact: M&O Committee
Sunday (11:00 am)  Meeting for Worship in person. Contact: M&O Committee
(3:00 pm) Make dinner and serve at the Torres Shelter. Contact: Kathy Runyan
9/7  Mon. (3:00 pm) Meeting for Worship with Diana Fogel. Contact: Loree Monroe
9/8 Tues. (4:00 pm) M&O Committee. Contact Bob Runyan
9/9  Weds. (7:00 pm) Midweek Worship in person and on Zoom. Contact: Bob Runyan


http://www.chicofriendsmeeting.org/

Quaker Exploration in person and on Zoom. Contact: Bob Runyan

(7:30 pm)
9/12  Sat (12:30 pm)  Chico Peace Vigil. Contact: W&S
9/13 First Day/ (10:00 am)  Singing in the Fellowship Hall, in person.
Sunday (11:00 am)  Meeting for Worship in person.
(12:15 pm)  Refreshments in the Fellowship Hall.
(1:00 pm) Meeting for Business in person. Contact: Rebecca Senoglu
9/16  Weds. (7:00 pm) Midweek Worship in person and on Zoom.
(7:30 pm) Quaker Exploration in person and on Zoom.
9/17  Thurs. (2:00 pm) Sign making and letter writing, in person. Contact: Kathy Runyan
9/19  Sat. (9:00 am) Care Day. Contact: Tanya Heaston
(12:30 pm)  Chico Peace Vigil. Contact: W&S
9/20 First Day/ (10:00 am)  Quaker Life with a reading, in person.
Sunday (11:00 am)  Meeting for Worship in person.
9/21 Mon. (3:00 pm) Meeting for Worship with Diana Fogel. Contact: Loree Monroe
9/23  Weds. (7:00 pm) Midweek Worship in person and on Zoom.
(7:30 pm) Quaker Exploration in person and on Zoom.
9/26  Sat (9:00 am) Quaker Earthcare Witness Day
(12:30 pm)  CFM at Chico Peace Vigil. Contact: W&S
9/27 First Day/ (10:00 am)  Singing in the Fellowship Hall, in person.
Sunday (11:00 am)  Meeting for Worship in person.
(12:30 pm)  Potluck in person in Fellowship Hall.
9/30 Weds. (7:00 pm) Midweek Worship in person and on Zoom.
(7:30 pm) Quaker Exploration in person and on Zoom.

CHICO FRIENDS MEETING EVENTS & NEWS

Join the Torres Shelter team by Kathy Runyan

On first Sundays, six people are needed to prepare the Torres Shelter meal from 3:00-5:30 and six people for
serving from 5:30-7:30. Those can be the same six people or completely different people. Please let Janet Leslie
know if you are interested in preparing or serving the Torres Shelter meal on September 6th.

Rise Up Singing by Leslie Howard

Summer is here! Celebrate the warmer weather by joining us for the Rise Up Singing Circle in person at the
Chico Friends Meeting Fellowship Hall, Thursday, September 3, 7-9 pm. As always, feel free to bring friends,
musical instruments, and snacks to share. We have copies to share of Rise Up Singing and Rise Again, the
compilations by Peter Blood and Annie Patterson of words and chords to almost 2,400 great songs. There are
sure to be songs there that will please you.

We are meeting in the Fellowship Hall, where kitchen and restrooms are close at hand. This is a cozy space and
we are sitting a bit more closely to each other, so feel free to wear a mask if you feel you should, and please stay
home if you feel you have any symptoms of illness, COVID or other. Contact Leslie Howard for more
information at leslie.t.howard@gmail.com

Do you like to sing? If so, come sing with Friends in the Fellowship Hall! By Janet Leslie
2nd and 4th Sundays (10-10:50 am): Before Meeting for Worship, we sing from Worship in Song, A Friends
Hymnal, a publication of hymns old and new from Friends General Conference.


mailto:leslie.t.howard@gmail.com

Ist Thursday of every month (7-9 pm): We (Chico Friends Meeting) host a local Community Singing Circle
and we all take turns to choose a song from the Rise Up Singing songbooks. We welcome all ages, voices, and
instruments, and we share refreshments, good company, and fun.

Speak Truth to Power by Kathy Runyan

At this time in our country when it is more important than ever that our voices be heard! Please join the Witness
and Service Committee to write letters to our legislators and to make signs for the Peace Vigil and other
upcoming demonstrations. We will have supplies, snacks, and good company in the Fellowship Hall on 3rd
Thursdays from 2-3:30pm. We hope to see you there!

Meeting for Worship and Singing with Diana Fogel by Loree Monroe

Please join us for Meeting for Worship and Singing on Monday September 7 and September 21 (every other
Monday) at 3:00 pm in Diana Fogel’s room at Arbor Post Acute, 1200 Springfield Dr., Chico. Loree will
appreciate the company more than usual on those two dates. Thanks. Contact Loree Monroe for details.

Help Feed the Hungry by Kathy Runyan

Please contribute non-perishable food items to the South Chico Community Assistance Center by placing items
in the Food Drive boxes near the bookshelf in the Fellowship Hall throughout the month. The food will be
delivered on Friday for their food pantry distribution on 2nd and 4th Saturdays. Learn more about their work

at https://www.southchicocac.org/.

Enrich our Neighborhood with Books by Kathy Runyan

Our Little Free Library is well used by neighborhood children and adults alike. Please bring book donations for
all ages to the bookshelf in the Fellowship Hall where they will be placed in the LFL as space becomes
available.

Building and Grounds News by Tanya Heaston
QEW's Earthcare Day of Action, Please save the date, September 26" 9:00am to 3:00pm.
The Building and Grounds committee (B&G) is working with the Witness & Service committee to bring
the ‘Earthcare Day of Action” to Chico. Keith Runyan attended our committee meeting to share the idea
and scope of the day. He shared that the day will include, work done as prayer, celebration (a potluck
lunch), community resiliency, and making Earthcare visible as a living Quaker witness.

We shared ideas about working to clean out weeds and plant native plants as our care of the earth. The
Building & Grounds committee will gather supplies and work with the Witness & Service committee to
bring communities together through shared labor, laughter, sweat, and love and deepen a spiritual
connection between worship & ecological repair.

Fundraiser Ideas The B&G committee will be sending out a questionnaire to develop ideas for
fundraising activities to prepare for the upcoming roof repair project. The fundraising activities could
include a yard sale, cooking demonstrations of specialties, and making waxed cloth. Please let the
committee know your ideas directly and by email.

“CFM Roof Fund” — The committee would like to put the fundraising funds and directed donations into
an earmarked “CFM Roof Fund”. The Finance committee will work on the line item to allow for
donations to be counted towards the roof fund.


https://www.southchicocac.org/

Care Day- September 19", 2026
Care Day has been moved to the third Saturday. We’ve gotten suggestions that the 3™ Saturday is a
better for many people. Please let us know how well that works for you.
Next Care Day will be the third Saturday, September 19, from 9:00am — 12:00pm.

Serving our Chico Friends Meeting Community by Janet Leslie
You can help our Meeting be more welcoming to visitors, newcomers and old-stayers. Simply choose a Sunday
to serve as a greeter or to organize (and, if you wish, supplement) refreshments after Meeting for Worship.
Printed copies of guidelines are in the Fellowship Hall and on the Greeter table or by email from Janet Leslie.
Sign up for First Day Opportunities--greeting or refreshments--in any of three ways:

1. On the Hospitality clipboard in the Fellowship Hall (updated weekly) or by

2. Email/text with Janet Leslie (janleschico@gmail.com) or at

3. https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1GHdxJQ23h9h3YOBTZD 0hZJAvqgp5zI2FkHdrRt3DRYk/edi

t?usp=sharing

QEW’s Earthcare Day of Action, Invitation by Tanya Heaston

September 26", 2026 9:00am — 3:00pm

This September, Quaker Earthcare Witness (QEW), is hosting our first Earthcare Day of Action, an invitation
for our Quaker meetings, friends and neighbors to gather for a day of intentional Earthcare: Work done as prayer,
celebration, community resiliency, and witness.

A QEW Day of Action is a locally organized community event where Friends come together to care for the Earth
in a practical way. Each meeting chooses an action that fits its own land, gifts, needs, and community. A meeting
might plant native species, restore a pollinator garden, remove invasive plants, clean up a creek or roadside, or
partner with neighbors on a local ecological project. Quaker Earthcare Witness believes Friends are called to live
in right relationship with all Creation.

The QEW Day of Action is a way for Friends to

e Bring communities together through shared labor, laughter, sweat, and love

e Make Earthcare visible as a living Quaker witness
e Invite neighbors, youth, families, and seekers into meaningful action
e Deepen a spiritual connection between worship & ecological repair

The Witness & Service and Buildings & Grounds committees invite you to Our CFM Earthcare Day of
Action, Saturday, September 26th 2026. We will gather from 9:00am to 3:00pm.

The timeline for our event looks like this:

9:00am. Begin with Worship — Keith Runyan, from QEW

Shared Work — Garden prep with remove of invasive plants with B&G

Habitat Talk — Jenny Marr, Master Gardener

Noonish-Community Potluck hosted by Witness & Service Committee

Plant Native Plants — with Jenny Marr and B&G

Close with a Celebration — Keith Runyan

We hope to see you for a day a celebration and fellowship!


https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1GHdxJQ23h9h3YOBTZD_0hZJAvqp5zI2FkHdrRt3DRYk/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1GHdxJQ23h9h3YOBTZD_0hZJAvqp5zI2FkHdrRt3DRYk/edit?usp=sharing

WIDER QUAKER COMMUNITY

News from Ben Lomond Quaker Center:
Join us for worship daily from 7:30 — 8:00 a.m. Pacific Time through our online Meeting for Worship
from anywhere in the world.
Wednesday Morning Worship Sharing Continues on Zoom at 10:00 a.m. (PT) every week.

Upcoming Programs at Ben Lomond Quaker Center by Mark Runyan, Quaker Center Liaison.
Find detailed information at <www.quakercenter.org>

Quaker Center Fall Harvest Weekend You're invited to a weekend of fun and fellowship at Quaker
Center. Join us over Labor Day weekend, September 4-7, 2026. We had such a good time the last time we did
this that we’ve been waiting for the chance to do it again. Again, we’ll hope to harvest apples and other orchard
and garden delights, make music, visit the San Lorenzo River, worship together, celebrate birthdays
(so...many....Virgos) and the end of summer. This event is all ages, open to everyone, and a wonderful
opportunity for newcomers and folks who haven’t been here in a while. This will be a lightly programmed
weekend. focused on community, fellowship and fun.

Silent Retreat with Will and Mandy Meecham. An in-person program September 25-27, 2026. Join us for
a weekend of silence. At this retreat, we’ll take time to unplug from the distractions of daily life, and reconnect
with ourselves, the redwood forest, and Spirit.
Vegetarian food will be prepared by Chef Tod Nyather. Housing will be provided in the Orchard and Redwood
Lodges, and camping will also be an option for those who wish.

The Motto Calendar for September:

Give me a quiet life, give me trees, the wind through them, give me the sea and the song it sings. Give me
heartbeats shared with those I love, give me peace and a long deep sleep.
Tyler Knott Gregson

Nature does not hurry, yet everything is accomplished.
Lao Tzu

I fall in love every day. With new songs, dogs, scents, pieces of art, illusions, five-minute conversations, a
sunset in my rearview mirror, a story. A written note. A daydream. What a pleasure it is.
Victoria Erikson

Rest is not idleness, and to lie sometimes on the grass under trees on a summer’s day, listening to the murmur of
the water, or watching the clouds float across the sky, is by no means a waste of time.
John Lubbock

Live so that when your children think of fairness, caring, and integrity, thy think of you.
H. Jackson Brown Jr.

Always be on the lookout for the presence of wonder.
E.B.White

The Motto Calendars were initiated by Thomas Scattergood, a Philadelphia Quaker and a direct descendant of
the founder of Friends Hospital in Philadelphia.


http://www.quakercenter.org/
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Earthcare
Day Of ACtion rise to the call?

Join us September 2026

Can your Meeting

What is a QEW Day of Action?

This Day of Action is a locally organized community event where Friends come together to care
for the Earth in a practical way. Each meeting chooses an action that fits its own land, gifts,
needs, and community. A meeting might restore or plant a native pollinator garden, remove
invasive plants, clean up a creek or roadside, weatherize part of a meetinghouse, build compost
systems, prepare for climate resilience, join Climate Week together in public witness, or partner
with neighbors on a local ecological project.

We believe we are called to live in right relationship with all Creation, and we are called to take
bold action in defense of the Earth. This is an opportunity for us to take practical action
together, showing our love for the Earth, letting our hands and hearts do the worship, and
strengthening our community.



WIDER CHICO AREA COMMUNITY

Annual Bidwell Park and Chico Creeks Cleanup on Saturday, September 19™ by Kathy
Runyan.

This community event brings together volunteers, local organizations, and businesses to protect our
environment by keeping our parks and waterways free of litter before winter rains wash debris downstream. On
cleanup day, volunteers will gather at Hooker Oak Park (1928 Manzanita Ave.) for check-in beginning at 8:30
a.m. Participants will receive a free commemorative event T-shirt, borrow cleanup supplies, select a cleanup
location, and attend a safety briefing before heading out to collect litter throughout the community. Register
Here to Volunteer

Chico Peace Vigil by Janet Leslie

SHOWING UP: Vigilers witness for peace every Saturday on the four corners of 3rd and Main Streets in
downtown Chico. On May 9, a couple of young people with their own signs joined us on this corner; other
corners had other locals holding signs either of their own making or drawn from the collection Robert VanFleet
brings every Saturday. I find it a cheery occasion, with conversations with other vigilers and passersby, and
honks and waves from those driving by. I come away feeling lighter, ready to keep on with this good

effort. 12:30-1:30 pm every Saturday, come for all or part of the time.



https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfymAbGQL9J1mOSeoWsvm_RctQfQXqmaGsrUqjKOfYX69TD9A/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfymAbGQL9J1mOSeoWsvm_RctQfQXqmaGsrUqjKOfYX69TD9A/viewform

CHICO FRIENDS MEETING, 9th MONTH, SEPTEMBER, 2026

(All events in person except Wednesday midweek worship and Quaker exploration, which is also

on Zoom.)
First Day (Sunday) Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
1:00 pm 7:00 pm Worship | 7:00 pm 12:30 pm Chico Peace
B&G 7:30 pm Quaker Singing Circle Vigil
Exploration in
person and on
Zoom
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
10:00 am Quaker Life, in 3:00 pm 4:00 pm 7:00 pm Worship 12:30 pm Chico Peace
person Meeting for M&O 7:30 pm Quaker Vigil
11:00 am in person Worship Worship with Exploration in
+Afternoon: Torres Dinner Diana Fogel person and on
Zoom
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Regular Schedule: 7:00 pm Worship | 2:00 pm Sign 9:00 am Care Day
+ 10:00 am Singing, in 7:30 pm Quaker making and 12:30 pm Chico Peace
person Exploration in letter writing, Vigil
+1:00 pm Meeting for person and on in person
Business, in person Zoom
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
Regular Schedule: 3:00 pm 7:00 pm Worship Quaker Earthcare
+10:00 am Quaker Life, in Meeting for 7:30 pm Quaker Witness 9 am to 3 pm
person Worship with Exploration in
+1:00 pm Holly Baldwin Diana Fogel person and on 12:30 pm CFM at
Discussion Zoom Chico Peace Vigil
27 28 29 30
Regular Schedule: 7:00 pm Worship

+10:00 am Singing, in person
12:30 pm Potluck in FH

7:30 pm Quaker
Exploration in
person and on
Zoom

Please visit our online calendar for recent updates, chicofriendsmeeting.org

Chico Friends Meeting
1601 Hemlock Street
Chico, CA 95928




